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A BRIEF INTRODUCTION 

 

 

Welcome to the fall 2015 issue of Chapter 

, the newsletter for and about ASA Chatter

Chapters. The Council of Chapter Governing 

Board(COCGB) established this publication to 

foster improved communications i) between the 

COCGB and Chapters, and ii) among Chapters by 

providing a forum for spreading news throughout 

the statistics community about ASA Chapter 

initiatives and activities. 

 

Let the Council of Chapters know if you have 

any suggestions about this newsletter (its content, 

format, distribution, etc.) We are interested in 

suggestions on how to more effectively facilitate 

communication between chapters and enable you 

to use the COCGB as a resource.  

 

In this issue of , contributors are Chapter Chatter

informing us of events and resources available to 

all chapters. ASA President David Morganstein 

wants to share information on the ASA Mentoring 

Award given each year to a member who has 

demonstrated extraordinary leadership in 

developing the careers of statistics students, 

statisticians, or statistical researchers early in their 

careers.  

In the October issue of Amstat News, the 

Section on Physical and Engineering Sciences 

(SPES) shared information on their Industrial 

Speakers Program. This program facilitates visits 

of experienced applied statisticians to colleges and 

universities to give a seminar and meet with 

students and professors. For more information, 

contact Greg Piepel at greg.piepel@pnnl.gov. 

  

Send information about guest speakers, short 

courses and seminars, symposia, and other exciting 

events planned for by your Chapter so that it can be 

shared with other Chapters through this newsletter. 

 

This is my last issue of . It has Chapter Chatter

been an honor to serve you and the greater 

Chapters community. I was elected Vice-Chair, 

District 3 (2016-2018). 

 

Enjoy this issue of Chapter Chatter! 

 

Anamaria Kazanis 

Editor
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ASA MENTORING AWARD 

From amstat.org 

The ASA Mentoring Award is given each year to a 

member who has demonstrated extraordinary 

leadership in developing the careers of statistics 

students, statisticians, or statistical researchers 

early in their careers. The award honors those 

people recognized by their colleagues for their 

sustained efforts over a long period supporting the 

work and developing the careers of statisticians. 

Selection Criteria 

Demonstrated career-long outstanding mentorship. 

Nominees must be ASA members. 

Award Recipient Responsibilities 

The award recipient is responsible for providing a 

current photograph and general personal 

information the year the award is presented. The 

American Statistical Association uses this 

information to publicize the award and prepare the 

check and certificate. 

Nominations 

Nominations are due by March 1, and the award is 

presented at the Joint Statistical Meetings in 

August the same year. 

Nominators should submit at a minimum a 

nomination letter, a CV, and up to two letters of 

support for their candidate. Nominators should 

identify at least four and up to 10 mentees 

representing the career span of the nominee. Each 

mentee will provide a letter (300-500 words) 

addressing their mentoring relationship with the 

nominee. Nominations will be evaluated using the 

following criteria: 

• Demonstrated commitment to advising 
• Demonstrated success in advising 
• Demonstrated commitment to encouraging 
career and personal growth 
• Demonstrated commitment to providing 
motivation 
• Demonstrated service as a role model 

The nomination letters should address the 

nominee's sustained commitment to mentoring. 

Strong nominations will provide examples of 

actions accomplished by the nominee in support of 

the work and career development of the statistical 

community. Submit nominations electronically 

to Pam Craven. For more information contact 

committee chair.  

 

OKLAHOMA CHAPTER 

By Tracy L. Morris

The Oklahoma Chapter held its spring meeting in 

April at Oklahoma State University (OSU).  New 

officers were elected and Tamanna Hossein, a 

graduate student at OSU, gave a talk titled “fMRI 

Analysis Using R.”  Our next meeting will be on 

November 20 at OSU.  Dr. Mwarumba Mwavita, 

from the Department of Educational Studies at 

OSU, will give a talk titled “How Can Statisticians 

Serve the Community?” 
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NORTH TEXAS CHAPTER 

By Hon Keung Ng 
 

The North Texas Chapter of the American 

Statistical Association hosted the one-day ASA 

Council of Chapters traveling course “Design and 

Analysis of Research Studies Using Generalized 

Linear Mixed Models” on October 19, 2015.   

The traveling course was taught by Professor Walt 

Stroup (University of Nebraska, Lincoln). We had 

55 people, including 30 students, taking part in 

attending the traveling course.  The event was a 

great success. Thanks to everyone who participated 

in the traveling course!!! 

 

KENTUCKY CHAPTER 

 By Richard Charn  

The fall meeting of the Kentucky Chapter was held 

on October 16, 2015, on the campus of the 

University of Kentucky.  Jeremy Gaskins was 

introduced as the new secretary, succeeding Simon 

Bonner who moved from Kentucky for another 

faculty position.  Daniel Vollmer, a 2014 M.S. 

graduate from the University of Kentucky, spoke 

about his experiences doing actuarial work for 

Humana in Louisville.  The Kentucky Chapter also 

inducted the following persons into Mu Sigma 

Rho, the national honorary society for statistics: 

Daniel Vollmer, Donglin Yan, Hong Wang, 

Jennifer  Daddysman, Jing Guo, Meng Liu, Meng 

Qi, Rebecca Crouch, Sarah Janse, Wei Gao, 

Woodrow Burchett, Yuriko Katsumata, Zhiyuan 

Shen. 

 

PUGET SOUND CHAPTER 

By Marcia A. Ciol 

The Puget Sound Chapter had a meeting on 

October 21st, at the Waterfront Activities Center at 

the University of Washington.  About 35 people 

attended to the dinner and heard five 

very stimulating speed-talks, each of each lasted 

about ten minutes. We heard about the CORRONA 

registry for rheumatoid arthritis from Nina 

Pashova, wild life population estimation from 

Rich Townsend, the R Consortium from Stephen 

Kaluzny, statistical issues in aviation from Rod 

Tjoelker, and the development of Shiny apps for 

interactive summaries from Jamie Thornton.  Our 

next meeting is planned for the Spring 2016. 
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NEBRASKA CHAPTER 

By Harlan Sayles 

 

The Nebraska Chapter of the American Statistical 

Association held its spring meeting and dinner on 

Monday, April 6, at the Maurer Center for Public 

Health on the University of Nebraska Medical 

Center campus in Omaha, NE. The social gathering 

began at 5:30 pm, with the speaker at 6:00 pm and 

a business meeting afterwards. Our guest speaker 

was Pat O'Meara PhD from Pat O'Meara 

Associates, Inc. Pat talked about his expertise and 

career as a statistical consultant.  His presentation 

included his mission statement, journey from 

graduate school to industry statistician to 

independent consultant, some tools of the trade, 

lessons he learned over his career and much more. 

The Q&A following the presentation provided the 

opportunity for an interactive discussion.  

The Chapter held its fall meeting at the same 

location on November 17. The guest speaker will 

be Jeff Dawson, who is the vice chair for District 4 

of the American Statistical Association and also a 

professor of biostatistics & associate dean for 

faculty affairs at the University of Iowa’s College 

of Public Health.  Jeff's presentation is titled 

"Driving studies in healthy and impaired 

populations: practical and statistical issues." He 

will discuss issues concerning how to define 

outcome metrics, issues associated with having 

large data sets, the importance of using best 

practices to make analyses reproducible, current 

statistical methodological issues that are apparent 

in driving research (likely similar to issues faced in 

many other fields of study), and challenges and 

opportunities that lie ahead for us as 

statisticians.  This should be a great talk with 

plenty of opportunity for Q&A following the 

presentation

 

 

OREGON CHAPTER 

By Thuan  Nguyen 

 

The ASA OR chapter has 

had the Fall meeting on Oct 

22nd 2015.  Our ASA 

president-elect, Prof. Jessica 

Utts was our invited speaker.  She has shared with 

us very interesting info about ASA activities to 

encourage young people and our members get 

involved. 
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BOSTON CHAPTER 

By Mingfei Li 

 

ASA President David Morganstein spoke to the 

Boston Chapter at Simmons College on November 

4th. He led a discussion on the importance 

of communication for statisticians and reviewed his 

presidential initiatives: Mentoring, JSM Docents, 

Stat 101 Toolkit, and Stats.org, a Blog on All 

Things Statistical. 

Boston University ASA Student Chapter President 

Heather Shappell said of the event “It was a 

pleasure to meet and talk with Dr. Morganstein. He 

had a lot of great advice for statisticians of this era 

and insight into the challenges we face as a 

community. It gave our Student Chapter a lot to 

think about and we hope to carry the energy and 

enthusiasm Dr. Morganstein provided back to our 

members, Boston University, and the greater 

Boston area as a whole.” 

 

ASA President David Morganstein (center) with 
Boston University ASA Student Chapter officers 
(from left to right) Jeremiah Perez, Heather 
Shappell, Elizabeth Kane, and Long Tao.  

 

ANN ARBOR CHAPTER 

By Cynthia Kazanis 

The Ann Arbor Chapter will be meet on the second 

Tuesday of every month, 6:30-8:30 PM, at the 

Methods Consultants of Ann Arbor Office (27 

Cross St, Ypsilanti, MI) for November and 

December. November’s discussion topic, ‘Creating 

powerful yet user-friendly analytics applications 

with RShiny’ was presented by member Jeremy 

Albright (CEO, Methods Consultants of Ann 

Arbor), followed by conversation on neural 

networks and machine learning. 

December’s topic, ‘Text Classification using Naive 

Bayes: Naive Bayes is a surprisingly intuitive 

machine learning classifier with a simple 

application to text classification’ will be presented 

by chapter Treasurer Jeff Shane on Tuesday, 

December 8 (6:30 pm-8 pm). Post-presentation 

conversation promises to be similarly engaging. As 

always, we are accepting ideas for future 

presentation topics, especially as this year draws to 

a close and we begin planning our 2016 events. 
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NEW JERSEY CHAPTER 

By Zhaoling Meng 

At the end of the summer, students from local high 

school completed their summer virtual internship 

with New Jersey Chapter. Students worked with 

their mentors, learned concepts and applications in 

statistics on a selected topic and wrote an assay. A 

certificate was awarded to kids for their successful    

completion of the internship.       

On October 16th, New Jersey 

Chapter hosted a whole day short 

course on practical Bayesian 

computation using SAS led by Dr. 

Fang Chen from SAS. The event was held in the 

school of public health building at Rutgers 

University.  It was one of New Jersey Chapter’s 

continuous education efforts. The short course 

received over-whelming positive feedbacks from 

attending members.  

Short course organizing committee members Steve 

Asher, Dirk Moore and Chapter officers CV 

Damaraju, Jing Gong (not photographed), Peng-

Liang Zhao (not photographed) and Zhaoling 

Meng participated in the event organization.    

Currently, Chapter is planning its 3rd Workshop 

co-sponsored with Bayer. The event took place on 

Nov 13th at Bayer Whippany campus.    

Caption (L-R): Dr. Asher,  
Dr. Moore,  
Dr. Meng, 
Dr. Chen and  
Dr. Damaraju 

 

MONTANA CHAPTER 

By Megan D. Higgs 

The Montana Chapter held its fall meeting in an 

impressive venue -- the Montana State Capitol 

Building in Helena, MT!  Three graduates of the 

M.S. in Statistics program at Montana State 

University – Bozeman now work in Helena at the 

capitol building and welcomed us to their work 

place.  Participants enjoyed a talk by visitor Chris 

Malone from Winona State University on building 

undergraduate programs in data science, a talk 

about modeling Grizzly bear mortalities by 

undergraduate student, Alex Rudolph, and 

presentation and discussion of the newly formed  

Statistical Consulting and Research Services at 

MSU –Bozeman directed by Dr. Lillian Lin. The 

day ended with a great tour of the capitol building 

(see pictures)!    Other exciting news is the creation 

of a Montana student chapter by Katharine Banner, 

with faculty advisor Dr. Laura Hildreth. 
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CHICAGO CHAPTER 

By Borko Jovanovic 

 

 

On Oct. 20, 2015 Dr. Xiao-Li Meng received 

Statistician of the Year Award from the Chicago 

Chapter. His talk was entitled "Statistical Paradises 

and Paradoxes in Big Data". Statisticians are 

increasingly posed with thought-provoking and 

often paradoxical questions, challenging our 

qualifications for entering the statistical paradises 

created by Big Data. Questions addressed by Dr. 

Meng included (1) Which one should I trust: a 1% 

survey with 60% response rate or a self-reported 

administrative dataset covering 80% of the 

population? (2) With all the big data, is sampling 

or randomization still relevant? (3) Personalized 

treatments -- that sounds heavenly, but where on 

earth did they find the right guinea pig for me? The 

proper responses are respectively (1) ``It 

depends!", because we need data-quality indexes, 

not merely quantitative sizes, to determine; (2) 

``Absolutely!", and indeed Big Data has inspired 

methods such as counterbalancing sampling to 

combat inherent selection bias in big data; and (3) 

``They didn't!", but the question has led to a multi-

resolution framework for studying statistical 

evidence for predicting individual outcomes. All 

proposals highlight the need, as we get deeper into 

this era of Big Data, to reaffirm some time-honored 

statistical themes (e.g., bias-variance trade-off), 

and to remodel some others (e.g., approximating 

individuals from proxy populations verses inferring 

populations from samples).  

The dinner was well attended by about 50 members 

and friends of the Chicago Chapter. Incidentally, 

October 20th also happened to be World Statistics 

Day! The event was held at East Bank Club. 

Registration and reception starting at 6:00PM, 

Dinner at 7:00 with award presentation and Dr. 

Meng’s talk followed.  Good time was had by all! 
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CENTRAL ARKANSAS CHAPTER 

By Shasha Bai 

 

The Central Arkansas Chapter of the American 

Statistical Association (CASA) welcomed Dr. 

Thomas Love who presented his short course “Use 

of Propensity Scores to Effectively Design and 

Analyze Observational Studies” at the University 

of Arkansas for Medical Sciences in Little Rock.  

The short course, which is sponsored by the ASA 

Council of Chapters, took place October 23, 2015 

from 9am to 4:30pm.  Eighty people registered for 

the course and represented a range of affiliations 

including six universities/academic medical centers 

throughout the state, as well as one in Tennessee, 

the Arkansas Health Department, and the private 

sector. In addition to statisticians, 22 students and 2 

physicians attended. The price for the course was 

$90 for CASA members, $100 for non-CASA 

members (which included free CASA membership 

for those interested) and $35 for students. The 

graduate school at UAMS sponsored 11 students. 

Lunch, as well as morning and afternoon 

refreshments, was included in the registration fee. 

Handouts were distributed, which were a subset of 

the extensive material that Dr. Love posted on his 

website for attendees to download. 

Little Rock was Dr. Love’s fourth stop out of six 

scheduled workshops.  As a part of the 

introductions, Dr. Shasha Bai (president of CASA) 

presented Dr. Love with an Arkansas Traveler 

Certificate signed by Arkansas Governor Asa 

Hutchinson and thanked him for coming to present.  

Dr. Thomas Love mentioned it was his first time in 

Arkansas and he was delighted to visit.  During his 

stay, he planned to visit William J. Clinton 

Presidential Library and Museum which is located 

in downtown Little Rock.   

Not only did the course provide an excellent 

educational and professional development 

opportunity, it was profitable and expanded our 

membership with 20 new members. Comments by 

attendees were very favorable and overall the 

course was a big success. 

CASA’s spring lecture will be presented by Dr. Bin 

Huang on the Comparative Effectiveness and Other 

Challenging Applications of Causal Inference: A 

Bayesian’s Approach”.  Dr. Huang is a Professor at 

University of Cincinnati Department of Pediatrics.  

The lecture will take place on April 8, 2016 from 

2-3 pm at Arkansas Children’s Hospital campus in 

Little Rock.  
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ORANGE COUNTY AND LONG BEACH CHAPTER  

By Charlie Liu 

 

The chapter had Rob Gould from UCLA describe 

the Mobilize project Saturday August 29, 2015 at 

Chapman University in Orange, CA. Mobilize is a 

partnership between the UCLA Statistics 

Department, UCLA Center X, and the Los Angeles 

Unified School District. The objective was to bring 

data science and statistical thinking into high 

school algebra and biology classrooms. The 

Mobilize curriculum uses “participatory sensing” 

which means students use their iPhones to collect 

data on themselves. They then use their own data 

to learn graphical and data analysis using R and 

RStudio. 

 

 

 

The Chapter held its 2015 Fall Quarterly Social on 

Sept 25.  About 40 members attended the free 

event, which started with a pizza social and 

followed with "mini-talks."  Members enjoyed the 

food as well light statistical stimulation given by 4 

volunteer speakers.   

Ms. Rebecca Brafman, an ASA certified trainer, 

delivered a well-received training of "Effective 

Presentations for Statisticians" on Oct. 18, 2015 in 

Irvine, CA.  The objectives of this course are to 

learn how to deliver effective presentations and tell 

a story with data analysis.  An audience of over 40 

in this training were mixed with different 

backgrounds - academicians, educators, 

professional statisticians, and students across 

Southern California.  There was a high level of 

engagement from the audience with discussions 

and experience sharing during the 4-hour session.  

The OCLB chapter will host a statistical poster 

conference in its Winter Quarterly Social on Dec 5. 

This is an opportunity to share with other 

statisticians the posters you have presented in 

various regional, national, or international 

conferences during the year of 2015. All the 

members/non-members of the chapter are welcome 

to attend. 
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PRINCETON-TRENTON CHAPTER 

By ASA PT Chapter Officers 

The Princeton-Trenton Chapter of ASA has 

organized several exciting and fun events in 2015. 

With support from Chapter members and local 

statistical communities, these events were very 

successful. 

In June, the chapter jointly with the Department of 

Statistics, Rutgers University held its 2015 Seminar 

on “Real World Evidence: Opportunities, 

Challenges and Approaches”, featuring three 

invited speakers below. The event was well-

attended by interested statisticians from both 

industry and academia and by students from the 

Rutgers University. 

- Prof. David DeMets (Big Data, Big 

Opportunities, Big Challenges) from the University 

of Wisconsin-Madison,  

-  Prof.  Jason Roy 

(Flexible Statistical 

Methods for 

Estimating Drug Effects 

from Observational Data) 

from the University of Pennsylvania,  

- Dr. Ella Nkhoma (Using real world data for drug 

safety evaluation) from Bristol-Myers Company 

Co.  

Real World Evidence Seminars (June, 2015) – 

Invited Speakers and P-T Chapter Organizers 

In September, the chapter hosted a 2015 ASA 

Traveling Course “Bayesian Methods and 

Computing for Evidence Synthesis and Network 

Meta-Analysis” by Prof. Brad Carlin. The lecture 

was highly regarded and well-received by nearly 

70 statisticians from the New Jersey statistical 

community. 

In addition to academic communications, the 

Princeton-Trenton Chapter also organized two net-

working fun events, which were very welcomed by 

families and friends of statisticians. In spring, the 

chapter had a wine tasting fun event at the Old 

York Cellars (Ringoes, NJ). In August, the chapter 

hosted a Canoe/Kayak/Hike networking event at 

Princeton, NJ.  

 

Canoe/Kayak/Hike 
networking event 
Picture Source: 
canoenj.com 

Prof. Brad Carlin Giving Lecture at the P-T Chapter Traveling Course 
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SAN FRANCISCO CHAPTER 

By Jing Huang 

San Francisco Bay Area Chapter enjoyed an 

extraordinarily productive year serving our 

community in multiple dimensions.  

In February, a half day symposium on adaptive 

design was jointly organized byCytel, Gilead, and 

SFASA; over 70 people attended with highly 

positive feedback.  

On Nov 9th, one particularly exciting gathering 

just happened focusing on career development for 

statisticians. It attracted our current members and 

served as a great venue to recruit new members as 

well. More than 55 people attended and more than 

30 new members joined on the spot!  

We had an 

excellent 

collection of 

panelists, each 

highly 

established in their own field, and covering a 

wide range of expertise. Discussion topics 

include communication in cross-functional 

teams; how to be both assertive and 

collaborative; how to successfully land the first 

job when working experience is limited; 

difference between statisticians and data 

scientists. Many people commented on the 

usefulness of the discussion and really 

appreciated the panelists’ insight and advices.  

Additionally, we had six monthly seminars 

diversified topics 

including 

biostatistics and 

general applications, 

serving both 

working professionals and students. Another is 

planned for Dec 9th on use of phase 2 analysis to 

expedite drug development. To support students, 

we organized a JSM travel award competition 

where six winners received the critically needed 

funding to join this year’s JSM and further advance 

their learning and career development.  

SFASA is a proud co-sponsor of APBC 2016 that 

will happen on Jan 11-13, 2016: 

http://www.sfasa.org/apbc2016/apbc2016.html  

52 papers representing cutting edge development in 

bioinformatics and statistics will be presented in 14 

parallel sessions, and four half-day short courses 

will be offered a day before. In addition, five world 

experts in 

this field 

will give 

keynote 

speeches.  

 

TWIN CITIES CHAPTER 
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By Grant Weller

Fall Conference draws 160  

The Twin Cities Chapter held its First Annual Fall 

Research Conference on October 30 at Mayo Clinic in 

Rochester, MN. The conference was held in conjunction 

with the half-day ASA Council of Chapters traveling 

short course, taught by chapter member Brad Carlin of 

the University of Minnesota’s Division of Biostatistics. 

There were 135 attendees for the short course, and over 

160 for the afternoon events at the conference.  

In the invited speaker session of the conference, 

attendees learned about the latest research in envelope 

methodology from R. Dennis Cook of the University of 

Minnesota School of Statistics. Dan Schaid of Mayo 

Clinic’s Statistical Genetics and Genetic Epidemiology 

Lab presented on methods for testing for pleiotropy, and 

Ted Lystig of Medtronic discussed design 

considerations for medical 

device trials.  

The chapter sponsored 

student poster competitions 

for both undergraduate and 

graduate students. Mark Ruprecht of the University of 

Minnesota won the undergraduate competition for “A 

nonparametric look at self-esteem development”, while 

Cynthia Basu of the University of Minnesota’s Division 

of Biostatistics won the graduate student competition 

for her poster, “Hierarchical Bayesian models for 

understanding the pharmacokinetics and 

pharmacodynamics of Lorenzo’s Oil”.  

The conference helped to grow membership in the 

chapter, which has increased to a size of nearly 300. 

Conference materials are available at 

http://www.AmStatMN.org/events.html.  

APS Seminar Series Highlights 

For a number of years the Chapter has co-sponsored 

Applied Probability and Statistics seminars at the 

University of St. Thomas in St. Paul. 

In 2015 we held six 

seminars, including 

Rick Lassow from 

Blue Cross Blue 

Shield Minnesota 

and Stan Lipovetsky from GfK Marketing. The seminar 

also hosted capstone project presentations of six 

graduating seniors from UST and visitors from 

Novosibirsk, Russia. Before the end of the year, two 

more meetings are planned, including a panel 

discussion of a recent paper by Joshua Miller and Adam 

Sanjurjo “Surprised by the Gambler's and Hot Hand 

Fallacies? A Truth in the Law of Small Numbers”. 

High School Poster 

Competition 

ASA and the National 

Council of Teachers of 

Mathematics (NCTM) 

hosted an annual Poster and Project Competition.  The 

2015 National Project Competition first, second, and 

third place winners for Grades 7–9 were all students at 

Blake Middle School in Hopkins, Minnesota.  Their 

advisor is Chris Stapel, Blake School Mathematics 

teacher.  On behalf of ASA, Sarah Kogut, Twin Cities 

Chapter Representative, presented the awards to the 

three students at an all-school assembly on September 

28.  Awards include a cash prize and a plaque for each 

student.  For more information: 

http://www.amstat.org/education/posterprojects/ 
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